
 

Ranking Tool Summary 
for FY2010 - Cropland - HT Pilot 
(Released 02/22/2010 ) 

Description: 
Application Evaluation & Ranking criteria for Seasonal High Tunnel for Crops (798) pilot 
study. Applicants are limited to no more than 5% of one acre in size per farming 
operation. Recordkeeping will be required for 3 years to help evaluate the 
environmental benefits of the practice.  

Land Uses: 
Crop 

Efficiency Score: 
  Scoring Multiplier: 39.100 

National Priorities: 
  Scoring Multiplier: 0.980 
  Questions: 

Number Question Points 
1 a. Meet regulatory requirements relating to animal feeding 

operations, or proactively avoid the need for regulatory measures? 
15 

1 b. Reduce sediment, nutrients or pesticides from agricultural 
operations located within a field that adjoins a designated impaired 
water body? 

10 

1 c. Reduce sediment, nutrients or pesticides from agricultural 
operations located within a field that adjoins a water body? 

5 

2 a. Increase groundwater recharge in identified groundwater 
depletion areas (http://water.usgs.gov/ogw/rasa/html/TOC.html)? 

15 

2 b. Conserve water from irrigation system improvements and result in 
estimated water savings of at least 5% and saved water will be 
available for other beneficial uses? 

10 

2 c. Conserve water in an area where the applicant participates in a 
geographically established or watershed-wide project? 

10 

3 a. Meet regulatory requirements relating to air quality or proactively 
avoid the need for regulatory measures? 

15 

3 b. Reduce green house gases such as methane, nitrous oxide, and 
volatile organic compounds (VOC)? 

15 

3 c. Increase carbon sequestration? 10 
4 a. Reduce erosion to tolerable limits (Soil “T”)? 15 



5 a. Benefit threatened and endangered, at-risk, candidate, or species 
of concern as identified in a State wildlife plan? 

15 

5 b. Retain wildlife and plant benefits on land exiting the Conservation 
Reserve Program (CRP)? 

15 

6 a. Eradicate or control noxious or invasive species? 10 
6 b. Increase, improve or establish pollinator habitat? 10 
6 c. Properly dispose of animal carcasses? 10 
6 d. Implement an Integrated Pest Management plan? 10 
6 e. Implement precision agricultural methods? 10 
7 a. Reduce energy consumption on the agricultural operation? 10 
8 a. Implementation of all planned conservation practices within three 

years of contract obligation? 
10 

8 b. Improvement of existing conservation practices or conservation 
systems already in place at the time the application is accepted, or 
will complete an existing conservation system? 

10 

9 a. If the applicant has an existing EQIP contract, has it been, and is 
it now, on schedule and in full compliance? 

10 

9 b. Did the applicant successfully complete any past contract(s) in full 
compliance? 

5 

9 c. Is this the applicant’s first EQIP application? 5 
  Total Points 250 

 

State Issues: 
  Scoring Multiplier: 0.890 
  Questions: 

Sub-
heading 
Number 

Question 
Number Question Points 

1   1. Clean and Abundant Water: Water Quality – Will the 
proposed project assist the producer to: 

  

  1 S1a. Improve the quality of 303D listed IMPAIRED WATER 
categories 4-5 (within ½ mile up-gradient of the designated 
waters), and DRINKING WATER, Surface Water Zones A-B 
(within zone, up-gradient), Groundwater Zones 1-2 or 
IWPAs (within zone).  

30 

  2 S1b. Improve the quality of OTHER WATER, including 
designated shellfish growing areas, surface water, aquifers 
and wells (within 300' up-gradient of surface water or within 
groundwater zone)?  

10 

4   4. High Quality, Productive Soils Erosion Reduction – Will   



the proposed project assist the producer to: 
  3 S4a. Install a high tunnel on an A or B hydro group soil? 40 
  4 S4b. Install a high tunnel on flat land (0-3% slope) so that 

no grading is needed? 
25 

6   6. High Quality, Productive Soils, Healthy Plant and Animal 
Communities: Special Environmental Efforts/Initiatives – Will 
the proposed project assist the producer to: 

  

  5 S6a. Install a high tunnel where irrigation water is available 
to supply the crop needs? 

25 

  6 S6b. Extend the growing season to produce more local 
food? 

10 

7   7. Strategic Initiative – Energy Conservation and Sustainable 
Production Energy Conservation – Will the proposed project 
assist the producer to: 

  

  7 S7a. Maintain or reduce energy inputs while lengthening the 
growing season? 

10 

8   8. Business Lines – Conservation Implementation Additional 
Ranking Considerations - Will the proposed project result in: 

  

  8 S8a. Improvement of PROTECTED LAND (i.e. APR or CR).  10 
9   9. Does the applicant meet the following conditions:   
  9 S9a. This is the first use of high tunnel technology for crop 

production by the applicant. 
15 

     Maximum Points:        Total Points 175 
 

  

Local Issues: 
  Scoring Multiplier: 0.850 
  Questions: 

Sub-
heading 
Number 

Question 
Number Question Points 

1   1. Clean and Abundant Water: Water Quality – Will the 
proposed project assist the producer to: 

  

  1 L1. a. Reduce use of nutrients and pesticides in Outstanding 
Resource Waters? 

20 

  2 L1. b. Reduce nonpoint source pollution affecting other 
surface or ground water resources (within 300' up-gradient 
of surface water, or within groundwater zone)? 

10 

6   6. High Quality, Productive Soils, Healthy Plant and Animal 
Communities: Special Environmental Efforts/Initiatives – Will 

  



the proposed project assist the producer to: 
  3 L6a. Enhance or improve local food production (locally 

marketed)?  
10 

  4 L6b. Extend the length of the growing season for specialty 
crops?  

10 

8   8. Business Lines – Conservation Implementation Additional 
Ranking Considerations - Will the proposed project result in: 

  

  5 L8.a. Adoption of high tunnels within a state ACEC (Area of 
Critical Environmental Concern)? 

20 

  6 L8d. Implementation of a progressive plan potentially 
leading to an RMS? 

5 

  7 L8e. Accelerated implementation of "shovel-ready" 
practices, within 6 months of contract obligation? 

10 

9   9. Does the applicant meet the following conditions:   
  8 L9a. The applicant has self-certified as a historically 

underserved individual or entity? 
25 

  9 L9b. Has the applicant applied in the past but not been 
selected for funding? 

5 

     Maximum Points:        Total Points 115 
 

Selected Resource Concerns and Practices: 
Plant Condition: Plants not adapted or suited 
Plant Condition: Productivity, Health and Vigor 
Water Quality: Excessive Nutrients and Organics in Groundwater 
Water Quality: Excessive Nutrients and Organics in Surface Water 
Water Quality: Harmful Levels of Pesticides in Groundwater 
Water Quality: Harmful Levels of Pesticides in Surface Water 
     Seasonal High Tunnel System for Crops (798) 
 
 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo true
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


